4.  Questions to Ministers without notice - The Minster for Planning and Environment
The Bailiff:

Very well, that concludes questions to the Minidiar Social Security, so we move now to
questions without notice to the Minister for Plamgqnand Environment.

4.1 The Deputy of St. John:

Will the Minister explain why the Fort Regent Dohéatre is used by the Planning Applications
Panel when disabled people have to attend, givervéhue is totally inappropriate? Only last
week, | saw 2 disabled persons at the Don Thealee.it usual for one party to receive
information about a decision before the hearingeilsl? Finally, it is usual for panel members to
have their back to applicants when addressing them?

Senator F.E. Cohen (The Minister for Planning and Bvironment):

Thank you for the question. The reason that the Regent Theatre was used was that the
Planning Applications Panel had such a large agérted to be split into 2. They do excellent
work and they consider matters most carefully dmat tesulted in the hearing having to be
extended over 2 periods. Unfortunately, the usa@ins at the Société Jersiaise and at St. Paul’s
were not available and the Fort Regent Theatreth@®nly place available, so | am sorry if it
was unsatisfactory, but it is a rare occasion that theatre will be used. | am afraid | cannot
remember the other 2 parts of the question.

The Deputy of St. John:

Is it usual that panel members would have theikldacthe public when addressing them, and
also, is it usual for - | am starting to forgehdw myself - for the ...

The Bailiff:

One will do, Deputy, I think.

The Deputy of St. John:

| was just going to finish the question.
The Bailiff:

| know, but we cannot have more than one subjeetredl. | think | allowed you too many in
the first one.

The Deputy of St. John:
Well, no, information being given to one party prio the meeting.
Senator F.E. Cohen:

No, it is not usual and | am sure that if a panehther had his back to members of the public,
that was simply an oversight. The panel membersalvays extraordinarily polite to members
of the public and they have my absolute confideimc¢he way they conduct themselves in
public.

4.2 Deputy T.M. Pitman:

I hope | can remember the question. Given thetyahht the flats at La Collette will eventually
have to be demolished due to the problems manyyafanstituents are having with dampnetss
cetera, could the Minister just clarify, is it correctahhis department wishes to protect a spiral
metal staircase that is part of the developmentdibwere, which would limit the development?

Senator F.E. Cohen:

It may be that the department wishes to proteanefds of La Collette, but | can assure the
Deputy that the Minister does not.



4.3 Deputy D.J. De Sousa:

The Minister will be aware that | have put in aneztion to a planning application at Lempriere
Street in St. Helier. Will the Minister in futurehen people put in planning applications, put a
restriction on those that persistently do not cdeparking?

Senator F.E. Cohen:

It would be inappropriate to comment on a particalgplication that is presently live. Itis up to
applicants to make applications for whatever thegnd appropriate, and it is up to the Planning
Department to ensure that we protect the interddtse public and provide adequate car parking
in all cases.

4.4 Deputy J.M. Macon:

How apt. Can the Minister explain what changes$ edgtur to the draft Island Plan if the States,
guite sensibly, rejects the Sustainable Transpoticy in relation to domestic car parking
provision, given that the draft Island Plan hasnb&@matted under the assumption that the
States will adopt the Sustainable Transport Policy?

Senator F.E. Cohen:

We will shortly find out whether the States do aitye said policy. The position on car parking
is that car parking requirements are a moving festslanders’ requirements change, as modes
of transport change, as access to public trangharmnges, the requirements for car parking will
also change. It is an obligation upon the departrte ensure that we adequately meet it, but it
Is very much a moving feast.

4.5 Senator F. du H. Le Gresley:

Would the Minister agree to place in the public déamthe recent report commissioned by the
Jersey Heritage Trust on the architectural andohstl significance of the Odeon Cinema
building, and if not, why not?

Senator F.E. Cohen:

I would be more than happy to place all reportatesl to the redesignation or potential
redesignation of the Odeon Cinema in the publicalom| just have to be careful that they are
put in the public domain at the appropriate timg, lcannot see any reason why both that report
and the report commissioned by the owners of tleessiould not be available to the public.

4.5.1 Senator F. du H. Le Gresley:

Could the Minister advise if and when the departinteneives an application to demolish the
Odeon Cinema, will he have the final decision?

Senator F.E. Cohen:

Firstly, | have to deal with the listing issue, waihiis an entirely separate matter from any
application. When an application comes forwardt #pplication may be dealt with by officers.

| think that is most unlikely. It may be dealt wiby the Planning Applications Panel or it may
be dealt with by the Minister and | think once Benator has seen the recommendations of the
new process improvement programme, he may haveearecl idea of which direction the
determination is likely to fall.

4.6 Senator J.L. Perchard:

When is the Minister going to make a decision tagee the listing from the old Odeon building
and how long does he expect the States and the emsmbthe public to endure this delay?

Senator F.E. Cohen:



I am not quite sure from which perspective the 8ana coming. The position with the Odeon
Cinema is that it is presently a listed buildinbhere is very little right of appeal in relationdo
reassessment of a listed building and therefaseappropriate that | take appropriate care. What
has happened is that the Jersey Heritage Trustiraadvisers, have presented a report. | have
asked the owners of the building if they wish tketéhe opportunity of having their own report
commissioned. They have commissioned a very lgngdport, which | am presently
considering. | think it is important that a deoisithat | make is very transparent and therefore it
will be made in public and | expect that to be mad&anuary of next year.

4.6.1 Senatord.L. Perchard:

A supplementary. Is the Minister aware that a slenito de-list the old cinema building will
almost certainly result in the owners seeking tdantake a major redevelopment of the area, an
action that would help regenerate and create iratba, the north of town.create employment
[Approbation] and provide economic stimulus for our economy? e Minister not share
my view that in respect of the old Odeon buildiitgis now time to ask these fringe historic
building campaigners to step as[tiéembers: Oh!] and to stop getting in the way of progress?

SenatorF.E. Cohen:

| take exception to the Senator's comments, asé baen a historic buildings campaigner in the
past. In relation to the current position on tree@n Cinema, it is also essential to point that the
Odeon Cinema is not the only regeneration siteha riorth of the town. The Ann Street
Brewery site is a most important site and of codrge Ann Court site is an important site, as
indeed is the Town Park, which in itself will prdei regeneration opportunities. But perhaps the
most important site of all is the Ladies Collegee,sivhich is presently being worked on by
Property Holdings, and that offers the opporturatywonderful regeneration in the north of
town, and that we can once again make the towfirtehoice place of residence for Islanders.

4.7 Deputy P.V.F. Le Claire:

The Minister knows that | and a number of other Mers have campaigned for a number of
years to have a memorial for Francois Scornetndeustand there might be some news about
this, and | am wondering whether or not this new/gertaining to Percentage for Art, and

whether or not locations might be discussable eratian set in stone.

SenatorF.E. Cohen:

| am delighted to be able to inform the House thatWestmount Percentage for Art programme
will deliver a major memorial sculpture to the mesnof Francois Scornet, and | would like to

commend Deputy Le Claire for his extraordinary gfdo memorialise appropriately Francois

Scornet over so many years. The location is yebedofinally decided, but of course the

department and the commissioner of the work, wiscthe developer of the site, will seek to

work with Deputy Le Claire and others to ensureppropriate location is found. However, the
principle of Percentage for Art is that it shoukldn or near the Westmount site.

4.7.1 Deputy P.V.F. Le Claire:

May | ask a supplementary? | would like to thaid Minister for highlighting my efforts, but |
think there also needs to be recognition of pasteStMembers and current States Members and
members of the public who have worked with me dmel developer, and | wondered if the
Minister could extend those congratulations to ¢hioslividuals as well, because this was not my
sole effort?

Senator F.E. Cohen:

I most certainly do, and it was wrong of me to &ngut Deputy Le Claire as the sole individual
responsible. There of course have been many adimelr$ congratulate them all for their efforts.

4.8 Deputy R.G. Le Hérissier:



| wonder if, branching out, the Minister could tedl whether he is prepared, in the light of recent
events, to put in stronger protection for trees #ina designated as in need of protection?

Senator F.E. Cohen:

There have been a number of unfortunate incideitstvees recently. All, as far as | am aware,
had consent for felling. However, | concur withetDeputy that there should be greater
protection for trees. It is somewhat difficultdohieve under the present planning structure and
perhaps we should be looking at a general presomjnti favour of the preservation of certain
species of trees generally throughout the Island.

4.9 Deputy K.C. Lewis:

While | have the greatest of respect for the Plagmpplications Panel, who do an excellent
job, is the Minister aware that for individual howg projects, there is still a great dissatisfactio
with the time taken to determine applications? M/hiam on my feet, may | congratulate the
Minister, who | consider to be one of the custodiahour heritage[Members: Oh!]

Senator F.E. Cohen:

| thank the Deputy for his kind comments. | wouwddy that in general, | am relatively
comfortable with the time taken to determine thgomity of planning applications.

[12:15]

Those applications that meet our architectural deteds tend to get approved very quickly.
Indeed, the vast majority - over 90 per cent of apjplications - are dealt with within 13 weeks.
That | think is a pretty good record and it is bethan most other jurisdictions. That does not
mean of course that there are not instances wher@eslow, and indeed, some times when we
are very slow, but the vast majority are dealt vaipipropriately, as far as | am concerned.

4.10 The Deputy of St. Martin:

| wanted to come in earlier to follow the DeputySif John, because | concur 100 per cent with
him. Could | seek an assurance from the MinigiePlanning and Environment, because we are
aware of the difficulty in finding suitable accomdation for Planning Application Panel
meetings, but can | have an assurance from himDQbat Theatre will not be used? | do not
think it is an appropriate premises and there rbesbtther rooms in Fort Regent that could be
better used, or indeed, around the Island. Sd bawe an assurance that Don Theatre will not
be used in future?

Senator F.E. Cohen:

I am more than happy to give that assurance, bumibées should please bear in mind that it is
sometimes difficult to find an ideal location fdapning hearings that are at short notice.

4.11 Deputy J.B. Fox of St. Helier:

Will the Minister agree with me that it is alwayadswhen someone is proposing to do a very
large development to say that it relies solely lom flact that a listed building has got to be de-
listed and that vast swathe of area around theadibgilremains unkempt, unused, except for
parking cars for some since 19717

Senator F.E. Cohen:

It is my view that listed buildings - and | am natking about a specific listed building - are
exceptionally important to ensuring the understagdbf our past and passing that into the
future. Itis all very well looking at particulduildings that stand in the way and saying it would
be much easier to remove them and have a nice néddiny. There are occasions when it is
appropriate to ensure that a building remains diture generations, even if that compromises a
site, but | am not saying that applies to any paldr site.



4.12 The Deputy of St. John:

Much obliged. Will the Minister give serious cotsiation: we have 12 Parish Halls within the
Island, which are not always in use, for his officéo organise Planning Applications Panel
meetings. Most of these have very good accesslisatiled access, given last week at the Fort |
noted 2 persons who were disabled in the hour thats there...therefore it is totally
inappropriate to use buildings without proper fitieis.

Senator F.E. Cohen:

The Deputy’s suggestion is a good idea. The prohethat there is a general presumption that
most panel and Ministerial hearings should takeelm town, and | think that if we started
conducting hearings out of town, there would be glamts from those who wish to make
representations who have limited access to trahspadhink it is just important that we do not
use the Don Theatre again and try as much as p@ssibtick to our regular venues, where there
have been no complaints that | am aware of.

The Bailiff:
Does any other Member wish to ask any questione8, Senator Le Gresley.
4.13 Senator F. du H. Le Gresley:

Can the Minister outline the planning process drmatimescales should the development of a
new school on the field adjoining St. Martin’'s Sohproceed in 20127

Senator F.E. Cohen:

For an important application such as that, we waoNdke our fast-track procedure and would
seek to determine an application within the minimpeniod. Of course, there may be rezoning
issues, and should there be rezoning issues, ¢lidd avolve a public inquiry in bringing the
matter to the States, but | am not sure in thaiquaar case.

The Bailiff:
Very well. That brings questions to the Minister Planning and Environment to a close.



